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 Dear friend and fellow Bible   eader,
It proved to be one of the most meaningful gifts I’ve ever received. A friend sent me 
a copy of the newly-released CSB (Christian Standard Bible) Notetaking Bible. I already 
owned scores of other Bibles in multiple translations, many of which I had read from 
cover to cover over the years. But I had no idea how precious this particular Bible would 
become to me.

For starters, I wanted to become familiar with the Christian Standard Bible, thinking 
that after one read-through, I would return to the translation I had relied on for a 
dozen years or more. In the process, I grew to appreciate the accessibility and clarity 
of the CSB and eventually decided to continue using it as my primary go-to Bible for 
study and teaching. 

Beginning the Journey
On January 1, 2018, I opened my new Bible to Genesis 1, ready to start reading 
from beginning to end, as I have often done at the beginning to end of a new year. 
This time, however, I set out to journal my reflections on the Scriptures, one chapter, 
one page after another. 

For as long as I can remember, I’ve made notes while reading my Bible; a shelf in my 
library is filled with well-worn journals and notebooks containing those entries. But 
I had never journaled through the entire Bible, and I had not written extensive notes 
in the actual pages of a Bible, given the limited space available. In fact, for some 
years, I’d captured most of my notes and reflections about Scripture on my laptop or 
phone, rather than on paper. (Does anyone write anything by hand anymore?) But 
now, holding a Bible intentionally designed for the reader to write notes next to the 
sacred text, I determined to strike out and try something new. 

As a longtime student of the Bible and frequent notetaker, you might think I simply put 
pen to paper and began to write. But with the first chapter of Genesis before me, next 
to line after line after line of blank space ready to be filled with my most godward 
thoughts, I’ll admit to being a bit intimidated. Staring at the fresh, unmarked page, I 
remember thinking, How do I go about this? What should I write? 
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Unlike other writing I’ve done as an author, I didn’t go into it thinking anyone would 
ever read the words I was setting down. I wasn’t concerned about fleshing out every 
idea or producing well-crafted sentences. My objective was simply to spend time 
with the Lord in His Word, to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18), and to become more like Him by beholding Him 
(see 2 Cor. 3:18). 

And so, my adventure began. 

Searching for Treasure
As I inclined my ear and heart to the Lord, reading one passage after another and 
asking Him to speak to me through the text, familiar rhythms began to develop. I 
lingered in each chapter, the eyes of my heart wide open, seeking to understand and 
digest what I was reading. I found joy in grappling with the meaning and significance 
of even those passages that are the most difficult to understand.

Trusting the Spirit to illuminate the Scriptures to me, I then recorded responses from 
my heart to His—wonder and worship, praise and gratitude, affection and aspiration, 
agreement and submission, confession and repentance, “Yes, Lord” and “O Lord.”

Those countless hours spent poring over God’s Word, pen in hand, asking Him to 
help me make sense of what I was reading, letting Him mold my heart to His—this 
became my “happy place.” Again and again, I emerged from that place more in 
love with Him, longing to serve Him and others well, and eager to share what I was 
learning and experiencing.

I’d started out seeking for treasure, and—wow—I had found it!

Almost exactly five years (and some 700,000 handwritten words) later, on January 
12, 2023, every page of my now-nearly-tattered Notetaking Bible filled, I came to 
the final verse: “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with everyone. Amen” (Rev. 22:21). 
Here are my concluding words:

This closing verse of the New Testament is heaven’s answer to the curse 
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found in the last verse of the Old Testament (Mal. 4:6). The grace of God 
has come to earth in the person of Christ—bringing salvation for all who 
repent and believe, overcoming sin’s dreadful curse. How great is our God. 
We worship You. May we walk in that grace through every step of our pil-
grimage on this planet until we see You. Amen and Amen. 

 

Your Invitation
What an amazing journey this was for me—and still is today, as I continue to steep in 
God’s Word, line upon line, day after day. So rich. Encouraging. Practical. Life-giv-
ing and life-transforming. 

But here’s what I want you to know: This journey, this happy place, is not just for Bible 
teachers, authors, or lifelong students of God’s Word. Wherever you may be in your 
spiritual pilgrimage, it is available for you. And it is my sincere hope that the Bible 
you hold in your hands will lead you to take the next step yourself, knowing it will 
become a means of fresh growth in your walk with Christ, the living Word. 

Scripture-Based Prayers 
Interspersed through the pages of this Bible, you’ll find over 150 written prayers that 
were birthed out of my personal meditation on various passages. I hope you’ll make 
those prayers your prayers. Even more, I hope you’ll use some of the journaling 
space to compose new prayers from your own heart. As you do, you’ll be drawn into 
deeper communion with the Lord as you allow Him to knit your will more completely 
with His Word. 

Leaving a Legacy 
It is also my hope that this Bible will become a legacy gift that you can one day pass 
on to someone else: a child or grandchild or perhaps a younger friend that you’ve 
mentored or discipled. As you meditate on the Word, you may even want to highlight 
certain verses and write prayers personalized for the person you anticipate someday 
owning this Bible. 

This record of this season of your journey with the Lord will no doubt become a treasured 
possession and will inspire someone else to know and love His Word as you have done. 
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Reviving the Heart 
When I first began journaling through the Bible at the outset of 2018, I had no idea 
what would transpire—in our world and in my life—over the next five years, before 
I got to Revelation 22. 

During that time, our world was rocked by the COVID pandemic and my precious 
husband walked through two unrelated cancers. Two radically different American 
Presidents occupied the White House, and the U.S. Supreme Court handed down 
a number of landmark rulings that drastically altered the cultural landscape in this 
country. The United States was battered with record-breaking inflation, off-the-chart 
crime, racial tensions, incivility, anger, depression, fear—you name it. 

But through it all, the Word of God provided an unchanging bedrock for my heart. 
Every hour spent soaking in this Book was steadying, stabilizing, strengthening, 
and sustaining to my soul. Time and again, my weary, flagging heart was revived. 
I believe you will discover the same to be true as you journey (and journal) through 
His Word.

My Prayer for You
After I finished journaling through the CSB Notetaking Bible, I gave a young friend a 
copy of her own for her twelfth birthday. Here’s part of what I wrote to this sweet girl 
in a letter accompanying the Bible: 

God promises a blessing to those who read His Word (Rev. 1:3). As you 
read, ask God to give you understanding. Ask Him to reveal Himself, His 
heart, and His ways to you. He will do just that!
 
I hope you will use this special edition of the Bible to write (or draw) things 
that stand out to you as you read—for example, observations about the 
passage, key thoughts or words from each chapter, a summary of each 
chapter, things you learn, things you want to be sure to remember, prayers, 
praise.…
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I pray this Bible will be a record of your journey with the Lord over these 
next years. (I still have Bibles I used when I was your age. It is a joy to look 
back over them all these years later.) I look forward to seeing how God 
continues to work in and through your life as you seek Him in His Word.

And I desire the same for you. My prayer is that the divinely-inspired words on each 
page of this Bible would become inscribed in your heart, that they would change you 
and make you more like Jesus, and that the resulting fruit and fragrance in your life 
would draw those around you to Him. 

There truly is nothing more satisfying than sitting before the Lord with an open Bible 
and a searching heart, studying His ways, savoring His beauty, being sanctified by 
His Spirit, and then sharing His transforming Word and grace with others. 

May God bless you as you read (and as you write!).

 

Nancy DeMoss Wolgemuth 
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I’m eager for you to experience the joy of journ-
aling as you read the Word of God. But first, it’s 
worth asking: Is it really worth the time and effort 
to do Bible journaling?

A Case for Writing as You Read 
Scripture
There are numerous examples in the Bible of people 
writing down God’s words and laws. For example, 
God commanded Moses to preserve His covenant 
and His instructions in writing (Exod. 24:4; 34:27). 
Then, following Moses’s example, Joshua wrote 
out God’s law, to encourage future generations to 
follow Him (Josh. 24:26). Further, the kings of Isra-
el were instructed to write out a personal copy of 
God’s law and read it daily, as a constant reminder 
to fear the Lord and to lead others in accordance 
with His will (Deut. 17:18–19).

The psalms, also, are essentially written reflec-
tions on the character, works, and ways of God, 
as well as responses of worship, thanksgiving, 
lament, confession, aspiration, and devotion. 

The New Testament then affirms that the Old Tes-
tament Scriptures were written for our instruction 
and encouragement. 

While you and I can’t claim divine inspiration for 
our own writing, the words we record about His 
Word can deepen our own relationship with the 
Lord and bless and build others up in their faith.
 
Writing (“journaling”) as you read God’s Word 
can help you to

• meditate more meaningfully on Scripture;

• remember God’s works; 

• reflect on His character; 

• rehearse and affirm His promises; 

• grow in your understanding of what the Bible 
says and means;

• grapple with passages that are hard to 
understand;

• process your responses to the Lord and His 
Word; 

• ingrain God’s truth more deeply into your 
mind; 

• concentrate on what you’re reading; control 
runaway thoughts;

• connect the dots between God’s truth and 
your life;

• counsel your heart according to His Word 
when you are discouraged or confused;

• apply Scripture to your life in concrete ways; 

• commit to obeying what He has shown you in 
His Word;

• cultivate your prayer life;

• express worship, gratitude, surrender, and 
devotion to the Lord;

• capture insights to share with others for their 
encouragement and growth;

• remind you of what He has shown you in His 
Word and how He has dealt with you in the 
past; and 

• leave a record for future generations of God’s 
dealings in your life.

Many people, when I’ve expressed my excite-
ment about Bible journaling,  have expressed 
interest in trying it themselves and have asked for 

Tips for Bible Journaling 
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TIPS FOR BIBLE JOURNALING 

What to Write?
Keep It Simple

Have I mentioned that there’s no “right way” to do this? If you’re new to Bible journaling (even if you’re 
not), you may want to start by using one or more of these approaches:

COPY SCRIPTURE

Write out a key verse that seems to 

summarize the passage you’ve just 
read, or a verse or paragraph that 
caught your attention and that you 
want to consider more carefully. This 
exercise will help you slow down, 
ponder what you’ve read, and press it 
more deeply into your heart. 

WRITE YOUR PRAYERS

This is a wonderful way to meditate on the meaning of what you’re reading (as I’ve done 

at points throughout this edition of the CSB Notetaking Bible). Almost any verse, para-
graph, or chapter of the Bible can be turned into a prayer.

• Pray back to God something from the passage you’ve read. Affirm that you believe His 
Word is true.

• Thank Him for what you’ve read about His character, His heart, His ways, His promises. 
• Confess an area of unbelief or disobedience He has shown you.
• Write a prayer for a family member, friend, colleague, or spiritual leader, based on what 

you’ve read.

                                                                                                             

                                                                                                             

                                                                                                             

                                                                                                             

                                                                                                             

                                                                                                             

                                                                                                             

                                                                                                             

                                                                                                             

                                                                                                             

                                                                                                             

                                                                                                             

                                                                                                             

                                                                                                             

                                                                                                             

                                                                                                             

 * Oh, the depth of the  iches
and the wisdom and the knowledge of 
God! How unsearchable his judgments
and untraceable his ways! Romans 11:33

O Lord, how astonishing and ravishing 
are Your ways, Your love, Your grace, 
Your mercy, Your kindness, Your 
holiness. And how unspeakably 
marvelous is the plan You have made 
from before the creation of the world, to save             
 inful, fallen, hell-deserving sinners. 
I bow before You; I worship You; I am 
overcome by Your mercy, now and 
for all eternity. Amen.
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Snapshots from My Journaling Journey
As I spent those five years journaling my way through the Bible, I periodically posted 
on social media, hoping to inspire others to join me in meditating on Scripture and re-
cording their own insights and prayers. These posts included reports on my progress, 
as well as snippets from what I had written in the pages of my Bible. 

For your encouragement, here’s a sampling of what I shared along the way. I pray 
these glimpses will fuel fresh wonder in your heart and make you long to go deeper 
into His heart through His Word. Your journey will look different from mine. But it will 
be no less rich, sweet, and life-changing. I can promise you that. 

 

January 3, 2018

New year. New Bible. New joys. 
@ChristianStandardBible 
#NotetakingBible 

 
January 5, 2018

Reflection on Jacob’s encounter with the Lord at Bethel (Gen. 
28:10–22): Each generation of believers needs its own encounters with 
God. Please, Lord, make Yourself known to our grandchildren and to the 
children of our friends and fellow servants, to the young men we pray for 
every night. Thank You for making Yourself known to my parents and 
then to me!

xxxixxxi

Reading Calendar

January

   1 Genesis 1–3

   2 Genesis 4–7

   3 Genesis 8–11

   4 Genesis 12–15

   5 Genesis 16–18

   6 Genesis 19–22

   7 Genesis 23–27

   8 Genesis 28–30

   9 Genesis 31–34

   10 Genesis 35–38

   11 Genesis 39–41

   12 Genesis 42–44

   13 Genesis 45–47

   14 Genesis 48–50

   15 Exodus 1–4

   16 Exodus 5–7

   17 Exodus 8–11

   18 Exodus 12–14

   19 Exodus 15–18

   20 Exodus 19–21

   21 Exodus 22–24

   22 Exodus 25–28

   23 Exodus 29–31

   24 Exodus 32–34

   25 Exodus 35–37

   26 Exodus 38–40

   27 Leviticus 1–3

   28 Leviticus 4–6

   29 Leviticus 7–9

   30 Leviticus 10–13

   31 Leviticus 14–16

February

   1 Leviticus 17–20

   2 Leviticus 21–23

   3 Leviticus 24–27

   4 Numbers 1–2

   5 Numbers 3–4

   6 Numbers 5–6

   7 Numbers 7–8

   8 Numbers 9–10

   9 Numbers 11–13

   10 Numbers 14–15

   11 Numbers 16–17

   12 Numbers 18–19

   13 Numbers 20–21

   14 Numbers 22–23

   15 Numbers 24–26

   16 Numbers 27–29

   17 Numbers 30–32

   18 Numbers 33–36

   19 Deteronomy 1–2

   20 Deteronomy 3–4

   21 Deteronomy 5–7

   22 Deteronomy 8–10

   23 Deteronomy 11–13

   24 Deteronomy 14–16

   25 Deteronomy 17–20

   26 Deteronomy 21–23

   27 Deteronomy 24–26

   28 Deteronomy 27–28

March

   1 Deteronomy 29–30

   2 Deteronomy 31–32

   3 Deteronomy 33–34

   4 Joshua 1–4

   5 Joshua 5–7

   6 Joshua 8–10

   7 Joshua 11–14

   8 Joshua 15–17

   9 Joshua 18–21

   10 Joshua 22–24

   11 Judges 1–3

   12 Judges 4–6

   13 Judges 7–9

   14 Judges 10–12

   15 Judges 13–15

   16 Judges 16–18

   17 Judges 19–21

   18 Ruth 1–4

   19 1 Samuel 1–3

   20 1 Samuel 4–6

   21 1 Samuel 7–9

   22 1 Samuel 10–12

   23 1 Samuel 13–14

   24 1 Samuel 15–16

   25 1 Samuel 17–18

   26 1 Samuel 19–20

   27 1 Samuel 21–23

   28 1 Samuel 24–26

   29 1 Samuel 27–29

   30 1 Samuel 30–31

   31 2 Samuel 1–3

April

   1 2 Samuel 4–6

   2 2 Samuel 7–10

   3 2 Samuel 11–13

   4 2 Samuel 14–15

   5 2 Samuel 16–17

   6 2 Samuel 18–20

   7 2 Samuel 21–22

   8 2 Samuel 23–24

   9 1 Kings 1–2

   10 1 Kings 3–5

   11 1 Kings 6–7

   12 1 Kings 8–9

   13 1 Kings 10–12

   14 1 Kings 13–15

   15 1 Kings 16–18

   16 1 Kings 19–20

   17 1 Kings 21–22

   18 2 Kings 1–3

   19 2 Kings 4–6

   20 2 Kings 7–8

   21 2 Kings 9–11

   22 2 Kings 12–14

   23 2 Kings 15–17

   24 2 Kings 18–19

   25 2 Kings 20–22

   26 2 Kings 23–25

   27 1 Chronicles 1–2

   28 1 Chronicles 3–5

   29 1 Chronicles 6–7

   30 1 Chronicles 8–10
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ESTHER 2:3Esther
Vashti Angers the King

1  These  events  took  place dur ing  the  days  of Ahas u e rus,  who  ruled  127 prov-
inces  from In dia  to  Cush. ²  In  those  days  King Ahas u e rus  reigned  from  his 

roy al  throne  in  the for tress  at  Susa. ³  He  held  a  feast  in  the  third  year  of  his 
 reign  for  all  his off  i cials  and  staff ,  the  army  of Per sia  and Me dia,  the no bles, 
 and  the off  i cials  from  the prov inces. ⁴  He dis played  the glo ri ous  wealth  of  his 
king dom  and  the mag nifi   cent splen dor  of  his great ness  for  a to tal  of  180  days.

⁵  At  the  end  of  this  time,  the  king  held  a week-long ban quet  in  the gar den 
court yard  of  the roy al pal ace  for  all  the peo ple,  from  the great est  to  the  least, 
 who  were pre sent  in  the for tress  of  Susa. ⁶  White  and blue lin en hang ings 
 were fas tened  with  fi ne  white  and pur ple lin en  cords  to sil ver  rods  on mar-
ble col umns.  Gold  and sil ver couch es  were ar ranged  on  a mo sa ic pave ment 
 of  red feldspar, mar ble, mother-of-pearl,  and pre cious  stones.

⁷  Drinks  were  served  in  an ar ray  of  gold gob lets,  each  with  a diff  er ent de sign. 
Roy al  wine  fl owed free ly, ac cord ing  to  the  king’s boun ty. ⁸  The drink ing  was 
ac cord ing  to roy al de cree: “ There  are  no re stric tions.”  The  king  had or dered 
ev ery  wine stew ard  in  his house hold  to  serve what ev er  each per son want ed. 
⁹  Queen Vash ti  also  gave  a  feast  for  the wom en  of  King Ahas u e rus’s pal ace.

¹⁰  On  the sev enth  day,  when  the  king  was feel ing  good  from  the  wine, Ahas-
u e rus com mand ed Me hu man, Biz tha, Har bo na, Big tha, Abag tha, Ze thar, 
 and Carkas  —   the sev en eu nuchs  who per son al ly  served  him  —   ¹¹  to  bring 
 Queen Vash ti be fore  him  with  her roy al  crown.  He want ed  to  show  off   her 
beau ty  to  the peo ple  and  the off  i cials, be cause  she  was  very beau ti ful. ¹²  But 
 Queen Vash ti re fused  to  come  at  the  king’s com mand  that  was de liv ered  by 
 his eu nuchs.  The  king be came fu ri ous  and  his an ger  burned with in  him.

The King’s Decree
¹³  The  king con sult ed  the  wise  men  who un der stood  the  times,  for  it  was  his nor-
mal pro ce dure  to con fer  with ex perts  in  law  and jus tice. ¹⁴  The  most trust ed  ones 
 were Car she na, She thar, Ad ma tha, Tar shish, Me res, Mar se na,  and Me mu can. 
 They  were  the sev en off  i cials  of Per sia  and Me dia  who  had per son al ac cess  to 
 the  king  and oc cu pied  the high est po si tions  in  the king dom. ¹⁵  The  king  asked, 
“Ac cord ing  to  the  law,  what  should  be  done  with  Queen Vash ti,  since  she re-
fused  to  obey  King Ahas u e rus’s com mand  that  was de liv ered  by  the eu nuchs? ”

¹⁶ Me mu can  said  in  the pres ence  of  the  king  and  his off  i cials, “ Queen Vash-
ti  has  wronged  not  only  the  king,  but  all  the off  i cials  and  the peo ples  who 
 are  in ev ery  one  of  King Ahas u e rus’s prov inces. ¹⁷  For  the  queen’s ac tion 
 will be come pub lic knowl edge  to  all  the wom en  and  cause  them  to de spise 
 their hus bands  and  say, ‘ King Ahas u e rus or dered  Queen Vash ti  brought be-
fore  him,  but  she  did  not  come.’ ¹⁸ Be fore  this  day  is  over,  the no ble wom en 
 of Per sia  and Me dia  who  hear  about  the  queen’s  act  will  say  the  same  thing 
 to  all  the  king’s off  i cials, resulting  in  more con tempt  and  fury.

¹⁹ “ If  it  meets  the  king’s ap prov al,  he  should per son al ly is sue  a roy al de-
cree.  Let  it  be re cord ed  in  the  laws  of the Persians and the Medes,  so  that  it 
can not  be re voked: Vash ti  is  not  to en ter  King Ahas u e rus’s pres ence,  and 
 her roy al po si tion  is  to  be giv en  to an oth er wom an  who  is  more wor thy  than 
 she. ²⁰  The de cree  the  king is sues  will  be  heard through out  his  vast king dom, 
 so  all wom en  will hon or  their hus bands,  from  the great est  to  the  least.”

²¹  The  king  and  his coun sel ors ap proved  the pro pos al,  and  he fol lowed 
Me mu can’s ad vice. ²²  He  sent let ters  to  all  the roy al prov inces,  to  each prov-
ince  in  its  own  script  and  to  each ethnic  group  in  its  own lan guage,  that ev-
ery  man  should  be mas ter  of  his  own  house  and  speak  in  the lan guage  of 
 his  own peo ple.

The Search for a New Queen

2  Some  time lat er,  when  King Ahas u e rus’s  rage  had cooled  down,  he re-
mem bered Vash ti,  what  she  had  done,  and  what  was de cid ed  against 

 her. ²  The  king’s per son al at ten dants sug gest ed, “ Let  a  search  be  made  for 
beau ti ful  young vir gins  for  the  king. ³  Let  the  king ap point com mis sion ers 

O Lord, how thankful I am 
that heaven rules and things are not 
always as they seem on earth. Your 
hand controls those who think they 
exercise ultimate control. Kings and 
kingdoms, laws and decrees—these 
are all subject to You, the God who 
sits in the heavens and reigns over 

all. Amen.

Esth 1
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ESTHER 2:4  in  each prov ince  of  his king dom,  so  that  they  may gath er  all  the beau ti ful 
 young vir gins  to  the har em  at  the for tress  of  Susa.  Put  them un der  the su-
per vi sion  of Heg ai,  the  king’s eu nuch, keep er  of  the wom en,  and  give  them 
 the re quired beau ty treat ments. ⁴  Then  the  young wom an  who pleas es  the 
 king  will be come  queen in stead  of Vash ti.”  This sug ges tion  pleased  the  king, 
 and  he  did ac cord ing ly.

⁵  In  the for tress  of  Susa,  there  was  a Jew ish  man  named Mor de cai  son 
 of  Jair,  son  of Shim ei,  son  of  Kish,  a Ben ja min ite. ⁶ Kish  had  been tak en  into 
ex ile  from Je ru sa lem  with  the oth er cap tives  when  King Neb u chad nez zar 
 of Bab ylon  took  King Jec o ni ah  of Ju dah  into ex ile. ⁷ Mor de cai  was  the le gal 
guard ian  of  his cous in Ha das sah ( that  is, Es ther), be cause  she  had  no fa-
ther  or moth er.  The  young wom an  had  a beau ti ful fi g ure  and  was ex treme-
ly good-looking.  When  her fa ther  and moth er  died, Mor de cai  had adopt ed 
 her  as  his  own daugh ter.

⁸  When  the  king’s com mand  and  edict be came pub lic knowl edge  and 
 when  many  young wom en  were gath ered  at  the for tress  of  Susa un der Heg-
ai’s su per vi sion, Es ther  was tak en  to  the pal ace,  into  the su per vi sion  of Heg-
ai, keep er  of  the wom en. ⁹  The  young wom an  pleased  him  and  gained  his 
fa vor  so  that  he accelerated  the process  of  the beau ty treat ments  and  the 
spe cial  diet  that  she re ceived.  He as signed sev en hand-picked fe male ser-
vants  to  her  from  the pal ace  and trans ferred  her  and  her ser vants  to  the 
har em’s  best quar ters.

¹⁰ Es ther  did  not re veal  her ethnicity  or  her fam i ly back ground, be cause 
Mor de cai  had or dered  her  not  to  make  them  known. ¹¹ Ev ery  day Mor de cai 
 took  a  walk  in  front  of  the har em’s court yard  to  learn  how Es ther  was do-
ing  and  to  see  what  was hap pen ing  to  her.

¹² Dur ing  the  year be fore  each  young wom an’s  turn  to  go  to  King Ahas u-
e rus,  the har em reg u la tion re quired  her  to re ceive beau ty treat ments  with 
 oil  of  myrrh  for  six  months  and  then  with per fumes  and cos met ics  for an-
oth er  six  months. ¹³  When  the  young wom an  would  go  to  the  king,  she  was 
giv en what ev er  she re quest ed  to  take  with  her  from  the har em  to  the pal-
ace. ¹⁴  She  would  go  in  the eve ning,  and  in  the morn ing  she  would re turn 
 to  a sec ond har em un der  the su per vi sion  of  the  king’s eu nuch Sha ash gaz, 
keep er  of  the con cu bines.  She nev er  went  to  the  king  again, un less  he de-
sired  her  and sum moned  her  by  name.

Esther Becomes Queen
¹⁵ Es ther  was  the daugh ter  of Ab i hail,  the un cle  of Mor de cai  who  had 
adopt ed  her  as  his  own daugh ter.  When  her  turn  came  to  go  to  the  king, 
 she  did  not  ask  for any thing ex cept  what Heg ai,  the  king’s eu nuch, keep-
er  of  the wom en, sug gest ed. Es ther  gained fa vor  in  the  eyes  of ev ery one 
 who  saw  her.

¹⁶  She  was tak en  to  King Ahas u e rus  in  the pal ace  in  the  tenth  month,  the 
 month Te beth,  in  the sev enth  year  of  his  reign. ¹⁷  The  king  loved Es ther  more 
 than  all  the oth er wom en.  She  won  more fa vor  and ap prov al  from  him  than 
 did  any  of  the oth er vir gins.  He  placed  the roy al  crown  on  her  head  and  made 
 her  queen  in  place  of Vash ti. ¹⁸  The  king  held  a  great ban quet  for  all  his of-
fi  cials  and  staff .  It  was Es ther’s ban quet.  He  freed  his prov inces  from  tax 
pay ments  and  gave  gifts wor thy  of  the  king’s boun ty.

Mordecai Saves the King
¹⁹  When  the vir gins  were gath ered  a sec ond  time, Mor de cai  was sit ting  at 
 the  King’s  Gate. ²⁰ Esther still did not reveal  her fam i ly back ground  or  her 
ethnicity,  as Mor de cai  had di rect ed.  She  obeyed Mor de cai’s or ders,  as  she 
al ways  had  while  he  raised  her.

²¹ Dur ing  those  days  while Mor de cai  was sit ting  at  the  King’s  Gate, Big than 
 and Te resh,  two  of  the  king’s eu nuchs  who guard ed  the en trance, be came 
in fu ri at ed  and  planned  to as sas si nate  King Ahas u e rus. ²²  When Mor de cai 
 learned  of  the  plot,  he re port ed  it  to  Queen Es ther,  and  she  told  the  king  on 
Mor de cai’s be half. ²³  When  the re port  was in ves ti gat ed  and ver i fi ed,  both 
 men  were  hanged  on  the gal lows.  This event  was re cord ed  in  the His tor i cal 
Rec ord  in  the  king’s pres ence.

O Lord, just as Mordecai 
exercised watchful care over Esther, 

so You do for us. Th ank You that 
when we may feel trapped in 

circumstances out of our control, 
we are not alone or invisible to 

You. You are there, watching what 
is happening to us, and “learning” 
how we are doing. Th ank You that 
Your holy purposes for our lives 

will be fulfi lled. Amen.

Esth 2:11
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ESTHER 4:8Haman’s Plan to Kill the Jews

3 Af ter  all  this  took  place,  King Ahas u e rus hon ored Ha man,  son  of Ham-
me da tha  the Ag ag ite.  He pro mot ed  him  in  rank  and  gave  him  a high er 

po si tion  than  all  the oth er off  i cials. ²  The en tire roy al  staff   at  the  King’s  Gate 
 bowed  down  and  paid hom age  to Ha man, be cause  the  king  had com mand ed 
 this  to  be  done  for  him.  But Mor de cai  would  not  bow  down  or  pay hom age. 
³  The mem bers  of  the roy al  staff   at  the  King’s  Gate  asked Mor de cai, “ Why  are 
 you dis obey ing  the  king’s com mand? ” ⁴  When  they  had  warned  him  day af ter 
 day  and  he  still  would  not lis ten  to  them,  they  told Ha man  in or der  to  see  if 
Mor de cai’s ac tions  would  be tol er at ed,  since  he  had  told  them  he  was  a  Jew.

⁵  When Ha man  saw  that Mor de cai  was  not bow ing  down  or pay ing  him 
hom age,  he  was  fi lled  with  rage. ⁶  And  when  he  learned  of Mor de cai’s eth-
nic identity,  it  seemed repugnant  to Ha man  to  do  away  with Mor de cai  alone. 
 He  planned  to de stroy  all  of Mor de cai’s peo ple,  the  Jews, through out Ahas-
u e rus’s king dom.

⁷  In  the  fi rst  month,  the  month  of Ni san,  in  King Ahas u e rus’s  twelfth  year, 
 the  pur  —   that  is,  the  lot  —   was  cast be fore Ha man  for  each  day  in  each 
 month,  and  it  fell  on  the  twelfth  month,  the  month  Adar. ⁸  Then Ha man in-
formed  King Ahas u e rus, “ There  is  one ethnic  group, scat tered through out 
 the peo ples  in ev ery prov ince  of  your king dom, keep ing them selves sep-
a rate.  Their  laws  are diff  er ent  from ev ery one  else’s  and  they  do  not  obey 
 the  king’s  laws.  It  is  not  in  the  king’s  best in ter est  to tol er ate  them. ⁹  If  the 
 king ap proves,  let  an or der  be  drawn  up au tho riz ing  their de struc tion,  and 
 I  will  pay  375  tons  of sil ver  to  the off  i cials  for de pos it  in  the roy al trea sury.”

¹⁰  The  king re moved  his sig net  ring  from  his hand  and  gave  it  to Ha man 
 son  of Ham me da tha  the Ag ag ite,  the en e my  of  the Jews. ¹¹  Then  the  king  told 
Ha man, “ The mon ey  and peo ple  are giv en  to  you  to  do  with  as  you  see  fi t.”

¹²  The roy al  scribes  were sum moned  on  the thir teenth  day  of  the  fi rst 
 month,  and  the or der  was writ ten ex act ly  as Ha man com mand ed.  It  was 
in tend ed  for  the roy al sa traps,  the gov er nors  of  each  of  the prov inces,  and 
 the off  i cials  of  each ethnic  group  and writ ten  for  each prov ince  in  its  own 
 script  and  to  each ethnic  group  in  its  own lan guage.  It  was writ ten  in  the 
 name  of  King Ahas u e rus  and  sealed  with  the roy al sig net  ring. ¹³ Let ters 
 were  sent  by cou ri ers  to  each  of  the roy al prov inces tell ing  the off  i cials  to 
de stroy,  kill,  and an ni hi late  all  the Jew ish peo ple  —   young  and  old, wom-
en  and chil dren  —   and plun der  their pos ses sions  on  a sin gle  day,  the thir-
teenth  day  of  Adar,  the  twelfth  month.

¹⁴  A  copy  of  the  text, is sued  as  law through out ev ery prov ince,  was dis-
trib ut ed  to  all  the peo ples  so  that  they  might  get  ready  for  that  day. ¹⁵  The 
cou ri ers  left,  spurred  on  by roy al com mand,  and  the  law  was is sued  in  the 
for tress  of  Susa.  The  king  and Ha man  sat  down  to  drink,  while  the  city  of 
 Susa  was  in con fu sion.

Mordecai Appeals to Esther

4  When Mor de cai  learned  all  that  had oc curred,  he  tore  his  clothes,  put 
 on sack cloth  and ash es,  went  into  the mid dle  of  the  city,  and  cried loud ly 

 and bit ter ly. ²  He  went  only  as  far  as  the  King’s  Gate,  since  the  law prohibited 
any one wear ing sack cloth  from en ter ing  the  King’s  Gate. ³  There  was  great 
mourn ing  among  the Jew ish peo ple  in ev ery prov ince  where  the  king’s 
com mand  and  edict reached.  They fast ed,  wept,  and la ment ed,  and  many 
 lay  in sack cloth  and ash es.

⁴ Es ther’s fe male ser vants  and  her eu nuchs  came  and re port ed  the  news 
 to  her,  and  the  queen  was over come  with  fear.  She  sent  clothes  for Mor de-
cai  to  wear  so  that  he  would  take  off   his sack cloth,  but  he  did  not ac cept 
 them. ⁵ Es ther sum moned Ha thach,  one  of  the  king’s eu nuchs  who at tend ed 
 her,  and dis patched  him  to Mor de cai  to  learn  what  he  was do ing  and  why. 
⁶  So Ha thach  went  out  to Mor de cai  in  the  city  square  in  front  of  the  King’s 
 Gate. ⁷ Mor de cai  told  him ev ery thing  that  had hap pened  as  well  as  the ex-
act  amount  of mon ey Ha man  had prom ised  to  pay  the roy al trea sury  for 
 the slaugh ter  of  the  Jews.

⁸ Mor de cai  also  gave  him  a  copy  of  the writ ten de cree is sued  in  Susa or-
dering  their de struc tion,  so  that Ha thach  might  show  it  to Es ther, ex plain  it 
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ESTHER 4:9  to  her,  and com mand  her  to ap proach  the  king, im plore  his fa vor,  and  plead 
 with  him per son al ly  for  her peo ple. ⁹ Ha thach  came  and re peat ed Mor de-
cai’s re sponse  to Es ther.

¹⁰ Es ther  spoke  to Ha thach  and com mand ed  him  to  tell Mor de cai, ¹¹ “ All  the 
roy al off  i cials  and  the peo ple  of  the roy al prov inces  know  that  one  law ap-
plies  to ev ery  man  or wom an  who ap proach es  the  king  in  the in ner court-
yard  and  who  has  not  been sum moned  —   the  death pen al ty  —   un less  the 
 king ex tends  the  gold scep ter, al low ing  that per son  to  live.  I  have  not  been 
sum moned  to ap pear be fore  the  king  for  the  last thir ty  days.” ¹² Es ther’s re-
sponse  was re port ed  to Mor de cai.

¹³ Mor de cai  told  the mes sen ger  to re ply  to Es ther, “ Don’t  think  that  you  will 
es cape  the  fate  of  all  the  Jews be cause  you  are  in  the  king’s pal ace. ¹⁴  If  you 
 keep si lent  at  this  time, re lief  and de liv er ance  will  come  to  the Jew ish peo ple 
 from an oth er  place,  but  you  and  your fa ther’s fam i ly  will  be de stroyed.  Who 
 knows, per haps  you  have  come  to  your roy al po si tion  for  such  a  time  as  this.”

¹⁵ Es ther  sent  this re ply  to Mor de cai: ¹⁶ “ Go  and as sem ble  all  the  Jews  who 
 can  be  found  in  Susa  and  fast  for  me.  Don’t  eat  or  drink  for  three  days,  night 
 or  day.  I  and  my fe male ser vants  will  also  fast  in  the  same  way. Af ter  that,  I 
 will  go  to  the  king  even  if  it  is  against  the  law.  If  I per ish,  I per ish.” ¹⁷  So Mor-
de cai  went  and  did ev ery thing Es ther  had com mand ed  him.

Esther Approaches the King

5  On  the  third  day, Es ther  dressed  in  her roy al cloth ing  and  stood  in  the 
in ner court yard  of  the pal ace fac ing  it.  The  king  was sit ting  on  his roy al 

 throne  in  the roy al courtroom, fac ing  its en trance. ²  As  soon  as  the  king  saw 
 Queen Es ther stand ing  in  the court yard,  she  gained fa vor with him.  The  king 
ex tend ed  the  gold scep ter  in  his  hand to ward Es ther,  and  she ap proached 
 and  touched  the  tip  of  the scep ter.

³ “ What  is  it,  Queen Es ther? ”  the  king  asked  her. “What ev er  you  want,  even 
 to  half  the king dom,  will  be giv en  to  you.”

⁴ “ If  it pleas es  the  king,” Es ther re plied, “ may  the  king  and Ha man  come 
to day  to  the ban quet  I  have pre pared  for  them.”

⁵  The  king  said, “Hur ry,  and  get Ha man  so  we  can  do  as Es ther  has re-
quest ed.”  So  the  king  and Ha man  went  to  the ban quet Es ther  had pre pared.

⁶  While drink ing  the  wine,  the  king  asked Es ther, “What ev er  you  ask  will 
 be giv en  to  you. What ev er  you  want,  even  to  half  the king dom,  will  be  done.”

⁷ Es ther an swered, “ This  is  my pe ti tion  and  my re quest: ⁸  If  I  have  found 
fa vor  in  the  eyes  of  the  king,  and  if  it pleas es  the  king  to  grant  my pe ti tion 
 and per form  my re quest,  may  the  king  and Ha man  come  to  the ban quet  I 
 will pre pare  for  them. To mor row  I  will  do  what  the  king  has  asked.”

⁹  That  day Ha man  left  full  of  joy  and  in  good spir its.  But  when Ha man  saw 
Mor de cai  at  the  King’s  Gate,  and Mor de cai  didn’t  rise  or trem ble  in  fear  at  his 
pres ence, Ha man  was  fi lled  with  rage to ward Mor de cai. ¹⁰  Yet Ha man con trolled 
him self  and  went  home.  He  sent  for  his  friends  and  his  wife Ze resh  to  join  him. 
¹¹  Then Ha man de scribed  for  them  his glo ri ous  wealth  and  his  many  sons.  He 
 told  them  all  how  the  king  had hon ored  him  and pro mot ed  him  in  rank  over 
 the oth er off  i cials  and  the roy al  staff . ¹² “ What’s  more,” Ha man add ed, “ Queen 
Es ther in vit ed  no  one  but  me  to  join  the  king  at  the ban quet  she  had pre pared. 
 I  am in vit ed  again to mor row  to  join  her  with  the  king. ¹³  Still,  none  of  this sat-
is fi es  me  since  I  see Mor de cai  the  Jew sit ting  at  the  King’s  Gate  all  the  time.”

¹⁴  His  wife Ze resh  and  all  his  friends  told  him, “ Have  them  build  a gal lows 
seventy-fi ve  feet  tall.  Ask  the  king  in  the morn ing  to  hang Mor de cai  on  it. 
 Then  go  to  the ban quet  with  the  king  and en joy your self.”  The ad vice  pleased 
Ha man,  so  he  had  the gal lows con struct ed.

Mordecai Honored by the King

6  That  night  sleep es caped  the  king,  so  he or dered  the  book recording dai-
ly  events  to  be  brought  and  read  to  the  king. ²  They  found  the writ ten 

re port  of  how Mor de cai  had in formed  on Big tha na  and Te resh,  two  of  the 
 king’s eu nuchs  who guard ed  the en trance,  when  they  planned  to as sas si-
nate  King Ahas u e rus. ³  The  king in quired, “ What hon or  and spe cial rec og-
ni tion  have  been giv en  to Mor de cai  for  this  act? ”
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ESTHER 8:2 The  king’s per son al at ten dants re plied, “Noth ing  has  been  done  for  him.”
⁴  The  king  asked, “ Who  is  in  the  court? ”  Now Ha man  was  just en ter ing 

 the out er  court  of  the pal ace  to  ask  the  king  to  hang Mor de cai  on  the gal-
lows  he  had pre pared  for  him.

⁵  The  king’s at ten dants an swered  him, “Ha man  is  there, stand ing  in  the 
 court.”

“ Have  him en ter,”  the  king or dered. ⁶ Ha man en tered,  and  the  king  asked 
 him, “ What  should  be  done  for  the  man  the  king  wants  to hon or? ”

Ha man  thought  to him self, “ Who  is  it  the  king  would  want  to hon or  more 
 than  me? ” ⁷ Ha man  told  the  king, “ For  the  man  the  king  wants  to hon or: ⁸  Have 
 them  bring  a roy al gar ment  that  the  king him self  has  worn  and  a  horse  the 
 king him self  has rid den,  which  has  a roy al  crown  on  its  head. ⁹  Put  the gar-
ment  and  the  horse un der  the  charge  of  one  of  the  king’s  most no ble off  i-
cials.  Have  them  clothe  the  man  the  king  wants  to hon or, pa rade  him  on  the 
 horse  through  the  city  square,  and call out be fore  him, ‘ This  is  what  is  done 
 for  the  man  the  king  wants  to hon or.’ ”

¹⁰  The  king  told Ha man, “Hur ry,  and  do  just  as  you pro posed.  Take  a gar-
ment  and  a  horse  for Mor de cai  the  Jew,  who  is sit ting  at  the  King’s  Gate.  Do 
 not  leave  out any thing  you  have sug gest ed.”

¹¹  So Ha man  took  the gar ment  and  the  horse.  He  clothed Mor de cai  and 
paraded  him  through  the  city  square, calling  out be fore  him, “ This  is  what 
 is  done  for  the  man  the  king  wants  to hon or.”

¹²  Then Mor de cai re turned  to  the  King’s  Gate,  but Ha man hur ried  off   for 
 home, mourn ful  and  with  his  head cov ered. ¹³ Ha man  told  his  wife Ze resh 
 and  all  his  friends ev ery thing  that  had hap pened.  His ad vis ers  and  his  wife 
Ze resh  said  to  him, “ Since Mor de cai  is Jew ish,  and  you  have be gun  to  fall 
be fore  him,  you  won’t over come  him, be cause  your down fall  is cer tain.” 
¹⁴  While  they  were  still speak ing  with  him,  the  king’s eu nuchs ar rived  and 
 rushed Ha man  to  the ban quet Es ther  had pre pared.

Haman Is Executed

7  The  king  and Ha man  came  to  feast  with Es ther  the  queen. ²  Once  again, 
 on  the sec ond  day  while drink ing  wine,  the  king  asked Es ther, “ Queen 

Es ther, what ev er  you  ask  will  be giv en  to  you. What ev er  you  seek,  even  to 
 half  the king dom,  will  be  done.”

³  Queen Es ther an swered, “ If  I  have  found fa vor  with you,  Your Maj es ty,  and 
 if  the  king  is  pleased,  spare  my  life;  this  is  my re quest.  And  spare  my peo ple; 
 this  is  my de sire. ⁴  For  my peo ple  and  I  have  been  sold  to de struc tion,  death, 
 and annihilation.  If  we  had mere ly  been  sold  as  male  and fe male  slaves,  I  would 
 have  kept si lent. In deed,  the trou ble  wouldn’t  be  worth bur den ing  the  king.”

⁵  King Ahas u e rus  spoke  up  and  asked  Queen Es ther, “ Who  is  this,  and 
 where  is  the  one  who  would de vise  such  a  scheme? ”

⁶ Es ther an swered, “ The ad ver sary  and en e my  is  this  evil Ha man.”
Ha man  stood ter ri fi ed be fore  the  king  and  queen. ⁷  The  king  arose  in an-

ger  and  went  from  where  they  were drink ing  wine  to  the pal ace gar den. 
Ha man re mained  to  beg  Queen Es ther  for  his  life be cause  he re al ized  the 
 king  was plan ning some thing ter ri ble  for  him. ⁸  Just  as  the  king re turned 
 from  the pal ace gar den  to  the ban quet  hall, Ha man  was fall ing  on  the  couch 
 where Es ther  was re clin ing.  The  king ex claimed, “ Would  he ac tu al ly vi o late 
 the  queen  while  I  am  in  the  house? ”  As  soon  as  the state ment  left  the  king’s 
 mouth,  they cov ered Ha man’s  face.

⁹ Har bo na,  one  of  the  king’s eu nuchs,  said, “ There  is  a gal lows seventy-fi ve 
 feet  tall  at Ha man’s  house  that  he  made  for Mor de cai,  who  gave  the re port 
 that  saved  the  king.”

 The  king  said, “ Hang  him  on  it.”
¹⁰  They  hanged Ha man  on  the gal lows  he  had pre pared  for Mor de cai.  Then 

 the  king’s an ger sub sid ed.

Esther Intervenes for the Jews

8  That  same  day  King Ahas u e rus awarded  Queen Es ther  the es tate  of Ha-
man,  the en e my  of  the  Jews. Mor de cai en tered  the  king’s pres ence be-

cause Es ther  had re vealed  her re la tion ship  to Mor de cai. ²  The  king re moved 

O Lord, thank You that in 
Your perfect timing, You can and 
will undo all the damage that evil 
men set out to do to Your people. 

Heaven rules. Amen.

Esth 7
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ESTHER 8:3  his sig net  ring  he  had re cov ered  from Ha man  and  gave  it  to Mor de cai,  and 
Es ther  put  him  in  charge  of Ha man’s es tate.

³  Then Es ther ad dressed  the  king  again.  She  fell  at  his  feet,  wept,  and  begged 
 him  to re voke  the  evil  of Ha man  the Ag ag ite  and  his  plot  he  had de vised 
 against  the  Jews. ⁴  The  king ex tend ed  the  gold scep ter to ward Es ther,  so  she 
 got  up  and  stood be fore  the  king.

⁵  She  said, “ If  it pleas es  the  king  and  I  have  found fa vor with  him,  if  the 
mat ter  seems  right  to  the  king  and  I  am pleas ing  in  his  eyes,  let  a roy al  edict 
 be writ ten.  Let  it re voke  the doc u ments  the schem ing Ha man  son  of Ham-
me da tha  the Ag ag ite  wrote  to de stroy  the  Jews  who  are  in  all  the  king’s 
prov inces. ⁶  For  how  could  I  bear  to  see  the di sas ter  that  would  come  on  my 
peo ple?  How  could  I  bear  to  see  the de struc tion  of  my rel a tives? ”

⁷  King Ahas u e rus  said  to Es ther  the  queen  and  to Mor de cai  the  Jew, “ Look, 
 I  have giv en Ha man’s es tate  to Es ther,  and  he  was  hanged  on  the gal lows 
be cause  he at tacked  the  Jews. ⁸  Write  in  the  king’s  name what ev er pleas es 
 you con cern ing  the  Jews,  and  seal  it  with  the roy al sig net  ring.  A doc u ment 
writ ten  in  the  king’s  name  and  sealed  with  the roy al sig net  ring can not  be 
re voked.”

⁹  On  the twenty-third  day  of  the  third  month  —   that  is,  the  month Si van  
—    the roy al  scribes  were sum moned. Ev ery thing  was writ ten ex act ly  as 
Mor de cai com mand ed  for  the  Jews,  to  the sa traps,  the gov er nors,  and  the 
off  i cials  of  the  127 prov inces  from In dia  to  Cush.  The  edict  was writ ten  for 
 each prov ince  in  its  own  script,  for  each ethnic  group  in  its  own lan guage, 
 and  to  the  Jews  in  their  own  script  and lan guage.

¹⁰ Mor de cai  wrote  in  King Ahas u e rus’s  name  and  sealed  the  edicts  with 
 the roy al sig net  ring.  He  sent  the doc u ments  by mount ed cou ri ers,  who  rode 
 fast hors es  bred  in  the roy al stables.

¹¹  The  king’s  edict  gave  the  Jews  in  each  and ev ery  city  the  right  to as sem-
ble  and de fend them selves,  to de stroy,  kill,  and an ni hi late ev ery ethnic  and 
pro vin cial  army hos tile  to  them, in clud ing wom en  and chil dren,  and  to  take 
 their pos ses sions  as  spoils  of  war. ¹²  This  would  take  place  on  a sin gle  day 
through out  all  the prov inces  of  King Ahas u e rus,  on  the thir teenth  day  of 
 the  twelfth  month,  the  month  Adar.

¹³  A  copy  of  the  text, is sued  as  law through out ev ery prov ince,  was dis-
trib ut ed  to  all  the peo ples  so  the  Jews  could  be  ready  to  avenge them selves 
 against  their en e mies  on  that  day. ¹⁴  The cou ri ers  rode  out  in  haste  on  their 
roy al hors es  at  the  king’s ur gent com mand.  The  law  was  also is sued  in  the 
for tress  of  Susa.

¹⁵ Mor de cai  went  from  the  king’s pres ence  clothed  in roy al blue  and 
 white,  with  a  great  gold  crown  and  a pur ple  robe  of  fine lin en.  The  city  of 
 Susa shout ed  and re joiced, ¹⁶  and  the  Jews cel e brat ed  with glad ness,  joy, 
 and hon or. ¹⁷  In ev ery prov ince  and ev ery  city wher e  the  king’s com mand 
 and  edict  reached, gladness  and joy  took  place  among  the  Jews.  There  was 
 a cel e bra tion  and  a hol i day.  And  many  of  the ethnic  groups  of  the  land pro-
fessed them selves  to  be  Jews be cause  fear  of  the  Jews  had over come  them.

Victories of the Jews

9  The  king’s com mand  and  law  went  into eff  ect  on  the thir teenth  day  of  the 
 twelfth  month,  the  month  Adar.  On  the  day  when  the  Jews’ en e mies  had 

 hoped  to over pow er  them,  just  the op po site hap pened.  The  Jews over pow-
ered  those  who hat ed  them. ²  In  each  of  King Ahas u e rus’s prov inces  the  Jews 
as sem bled  in  their cit ies  to at tack  those  who in tend ed  to  harm  them.  Not  a 
sin gle per son  could with stand  them;  fear  of  them  fell  on ev ery na tion al i ty.

³  All  the off  i cials  of  the prov inces,  the sa traps,  the gov er nors,  and  the roy-
al civil ad min is tra tors aided  the  Jews be cause  they  feared Mor de cai. ⁴  For 
Mor de cai ex er cised  great pow er  in  the pal ace,  and  his  fame  spread through-
out  the prov inces  as  he be came  more  and  more pow er ful.

⁵  The  Jews  put  all  their en e mies  to  the  sword, kill ing  and de stroy ing  them. 
 They  did  what  they  pleased  to  those  who hat ed  them. ⁶  In  the for tress  of  Susa 
 the  Jews  killed  and de stroyed  fi ve hun dred  men, ⁷ in clud ing Par shan da tha, 
Dal phon, As pa tha, ⁸ Po ra tha, Ada lia, Arid a tha, ⁹ Par mash ta, Aris ai, Arid ai, 
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ESTHER 10:2 and Vai za tha. ¹⁰  They  killed  these  ten  sons  of Ha man  son  of Ham me da tha, 
 the en e my  of  the  Jews. How ev er,  they  did  not  seize  any plun der.

¹¹  On  that  day  the num ber  of peo ple  killed  in  the for tress  of  Susa  was re-
port ed  to  the  king. ¹²  The  king  said  to  Queen Es ther, “ In  the for tress  of  Susa 
 the  Jews  have  killed  and de stroyed  fi ve hun dred  men, in clud ing Ha man’s 
 ten  sons.  What  have  they  done  in  the  rest  of  the roy al prov inces? What ev er 
 you  ask  will  be giv en  to  you. What ev er  you  seek  will  also  be  done.”

¹³ Es ther an swered, “ If  it pleas es  the  king,  may  the  Jews  who  are  in  Susa 
 also  have to mor row  to car ry  out to day’s  law,  and  may  the bod ies  of Ha-
man’s  ten  sons  be  hung  on  the gal lows.” ¹⁴  The  king  gave  the or ders  for  this 
 to  be  done,  so  a  law  was an nounced  in  Susa,  and  they  hung  the bod ies  of 
Ha man’s  ten  sons. ¹⁵  The  Jews  in  Susa as sem bled  again  on  the four teenth 
 day  of  the  month  of  Adar  and  killed  three hun dred  men  in  Susa,  but  they 
 did  not  seize  any plun der.

¹⁶  The  rest  of  the  Jews  in  the roy al prov inces as sem bled, de fend ed them-
selves,  and  gained re lief  from  their en e mies.  They  killed seventy-fi ve thou-
sand  of  those  who hat ed  them,  but  they  did  not  seize  any plun der. ¹⁷  They 
 fought  on  the thir teenth  day  of  the  month  of  Adar  and rest ed  on  the four-
teenth,  and  it be came  a  day  of feast ing  and re joic ing.

¹⁸  But  the  Jews  in  Susa  had as sem bled  on  the thir teenth  and  the four teenth 
 days  of  the  month.  They rest ed  on  the fi f teenth  day  of  the  month,  and  it be-
came  a  day  of feast ing  and re joic ing. ¹⁹  This ex plains  why  the ru ral  Jews  who 
 live  in vil lages ob serve  the four teenth  day  of  the  month  of  Adar  as  a  time  of 
re joic ing  and feast ing.  It  is  a hol i day  when  they  send  gifts  to  one an oth er.

²⁰ Mor de cai re cord ed  these  events  and  sent let ters  to  all  the  Jews  in  all 
 of  King Ahas u e rus’s prov inces,  both  near  and  far. ²¹  He or dered  them  to cel-
e brate  the four teenth  and fi f teenth  days  of  the  month  of  Adar ev ery  year 
²² be cause dur ing  those  days  the  Jews  gained re lief  from  their en e mies. 
 That  was  the  month  when  their sor row  was  turned  into re joic ing  and  their 
mourn ing  into  a hol i day.  They  were  to  be  days  of feast ing, re joic ing,  and  of 
send ing  gifts  to  one an oth er  and  to  the  poor.

²³  So  the  Jews  agreed  to con tin ue  the prac tice  they  had be gun,  as Mor de-
cai  had writ ten  them  to  do. ²⁴  For Ha man  son  of Ham me da tha  the Ag ag ite, 
 the en e my  of  all  the  Jews,  had plot ted  against  the  Jews  to de stroy  them.  He 
 cast  the  pur  —   that  is,  the  lot  —   to  crush  and de stroy  them. ²⁵  But  when  the 
mat ter  was  brought be fore  the  king,  he com mand ed  by let ter  that  the  evil 
 plan Ha man  had de vised  against  the  Jews re turn  on  his  own  head  and  that 
 he  should  be  hanged  with  his  sons  on  the gal lows. ²⁶  For  this rea son  these 
 days  are  called Pu rim,  from  the  word  pur. Be cause  of  all  the in struc tions  in 
 this let ter  as  well  as  what  they  had wit nessed  and  what  had hap pened  to 
 them, ²⁷  the  Jews  bound them selves,  their de scen dants,  and  all  who  joined 
 with  them  to  a commitment  that  they  would  not  fail  to cel e brate  these  two 
 days  each  and ev ery  year ac cord ing  to  the writ ten in struc tions  and ac cord-
ing  to  the  time ap point ed. ²⁸  These  days  are re mem bered  and cel e brat ed 
 by ev ery gen er a tion, fam i ly, prov ince,  and  city,  so  that  these  days  of Pu rim 
 will  not  lose  their signifi cance  in Jew ish  life  and  their mem o ry  will  not  fade 
 from  their de scen dants.

²⁹  Queen Es ther, daugh ter  of Ab i hail,  along  with Mor de cai  the  Jew,  wrote 
 this sec ond let ter  with  full au thor i ty  to con fi rm  the let ter  about Pu rim. ³⁰  He 
 sent let ters  with assurances  of  peace  and se cu ri ty  to  all  the  Jews  who  were 
 in  the  127 prov inces  of  the king dom  of Ahas u e rus, ³¹  in or der  to con fi rm 
 these  days  of Pu rim  at  their prop er  time  just  as Mor de cai  the  Jew  and Es-
ther  the  queen  had es tab lished  them  and  just  as  they  had com mit ted them-
selves  and  their de scen dants  to  the prac tic es  of fast ing  and lam en ta tion. 
³²  So Es ther’s com mand con fi rmed  these cus toms  of Pu rim,  which  were 
 then writ ten  into  the rec ord.

Mordecai’s Fame

10  King Ahas u e rus im posed  a  tax through out  the  land  even  to  the far-
thest  shores. ²  All  of  his pow er ful  and mag nifi   cent ac com plish ments 

 and  the de tailed ac count  of Mor de cai’s  great  rank  with  which  the  king  had 
hon ored  him,  have  they  not  been writ ten  in  the  Book  of  the His tor i cal  Events 
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ESTHER 10:3  of  the  Kings  of Me dia  and Per sia? ³ Mor de cai  the  Jew  was sec ond  only  to 
 King Ahas u e rus.  He  was fa mous  among  the  Jews  and high ly es teemed  by 
 many  of  his rel a tives.  He con tin ued  to pur sue pros per i ty  for  his peo ple  and 
 to  speak  for  the well-being  of  all  his de scen dants.
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