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We live in a world obsessed with goats. Not the 
farm animals, but the acronym that refers to 
the Greatest Of All Time (G.O.A.T.). We love to 
determine who is the greatest player in a given 
sport, or the greatest president, car, invention, and 
discovery in history. It’s both fascinating and trivial, 
depending on your personal interests.

One G.O.A.T. list that’s not trivial but worthy of 
study is what could be called the Greatest of All 
Truths in Scripture. This unit will dive into six of the 
greatest truths throughout the totality of Scripture. 
These G.O.A.T.S. of the Christian life are:

The Greatest Name — YAHWEH 
The Greatest Need— Forgiveness 
The Greatest Sin — Never Trusting Christ 
The Greatest Gift — Jesus Christ. 
The Greatest Command —Love God and Others 
The Greatest Comeback — The Day of the Lord

 

These themes are eternal and have the power to 
transform a person from death to life, darkness to 
light, and night to day. 

As Jupiter Hammon, known as the first African 
American Poet, wrote in his poetic letter to Miss 
Phillis Wheatly in 1778: 

The bounteous mercies of the Lord,

Are hid beyond the sky,

And holy souls that love His word,

Shall taste them when they die.1

Both Hammon and Wheatly were seen as the best 
of their time. They also understood that God’s 
Word would help them endure the pains of slavery 
and sin until they would see Christ’s face. 

Come and join alongside the history of Christians 
who have clung to God’s Word as the foundation of 
their faith and truth to guide their lives.

A STUDY OF SIX TRUTHS THAT 
POINT TO THE ONE GREAT HOPE

1 0    Y O U

@2025 Lifeway Christian Resources



Justice . . . nations (v. 1)–The 
Servant’s mission involved 
bringing justice not only to Israel 
but also to the nations. The 
Hebrew word translated nations 
can also be rendered “Gentiles.”

I am the LORD (v. 8)–The 
designation is derived from 
the Hebrew verb “to be” 
and denotes God as the 

self-existent, covenant God 
who acts independently of 
outside influences.

Glory (v. 8,12)–from a Hebrew 
verb meaning “to be heavy.” 
It designates the weighty 
importance and the shining 
majesty that accompany the 
Lord’s presence.

S E S S I O N  1

THE P OINT:
THERE IS ONLY ONE GOD 
AND ONLY HIS NAME 
DESERVES GLORY.

I S A I A H  4 2 : 1 - 1 2

1 “This is my servant; I strengthen him, this is my chosen one; I delight in him. 
I have put my Spirit on him; he will bring justice to the nations. 
2 He will not cry out or shout or make his voice heard in the streets. 
3 He will not break a bruised reed, and he will not put out a smoldering wick; 
he will faithfully bring justice. 
4 He will not grow weak or be discouraged until he has established justice on 
earth. The coasts and islands will wait for his instruction.” 
 ...................................
5 This is what God, the Lord, says—who created the heavens and stretched 
them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives 
breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk on it— 
6 “I am the Lord. I have called you for a righteous purpose, and I will hold you 
by your hand. I will watch over you, and I will appoint you to be a covenant for 
the people and a light to the nations, 
7 in order to open blind eyes, to bring out prisoners from the dungeon, and 
those sitting in darkness from the prison house. 
8 I am the Lord. That is my name, and I will not give my glory to another or my 
praise to idols. 
 ...................................
9 The past events have indeed happened. Now I declare new events; I 
announce them to you before they occur.” 
10 Sing a new song to the Lord; sing his praise from the ends of the earth, you 
who go down to the sea with all that fills it, you coasts and islands with your 
inhabitants. 
11 Let the desert and its cities shout, the settlements where Kedar dwells 
cry aloud. Let the inhabitants of Sela sing for joy; let them cry out from the 
mountaintops. 
12 Let them give glory to the Lord and declare his praise in the coasts and 
islands.

THE GREATEST 
NAME
Leader pages on pp. 102-105

M E M O R Y  V E R S E

K E Y W O R D S
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WHY SHOULD WE BRING GLORY TO 
THE NAME OF GOD?

Names are important. It’s rare you see boys named 
Judas or hear Jezebel tossed around for possible 
girl names. Instead, names are chosen to inspire. 
Some of us inherit surnames attached to great 
legacies. My grandfather and father brought 
respect and honor to my last name through 
the lives they lived. More than a few times I was 
referred to as so and so’s grandson or son. Just 
before leaving college, my dad told me to never 
forget who I was and whose name I carry.

Sometimes we don’t find much attachment to 
our given name and are most comfortable with a 
nickname. Whether provided by family or friends, 
a good nickname is often associated with an 
intimately shared experience. This is what happens 
to the Messiah within Isaiah. The prophet Isaiah 
spoke of a coming “Servant.” We now know that 
Servant by the name of Jesus. His mission was 
to represent God and His name accurately by 
bringing God honor and glory. Let’s discover how 
Isaiah said Jesus would do this.

He Delights in Us // Isaiah 42:1-4

Isaiah 42 contains the first of four “Servant Songs” 
describing the coming Messiah. These songs 
have sometimes drawn undeserved challenges to 
Isaiah’s authorship. Some contend Isaiah couldn’t 
have written the book by himself. Most who hold 
this belief don’t embrace the divine nature of 
prophecy. Their worldview doesn’t provide space 
for divine foretelling. Of course, we hold the view 
that one man, the prophet himself wrote the entire 
book of Isaiah.

Isaiah is often called the prince of prophets. 
His tenure as prophet spanned four kings and 
almost sixty years dating from 740–680 BC. 
Because Isaiah so clearly foretells Jesus’s birth, 
life, suffering and victory, many refer to it as the 
“fifth Gospel, emphasizing its deep connection to 
Christ’s story. 

”The Bible reveals two portraits of the coming 
Messiah: Messiah, Son of David: The Lion of 

Judah. He would be the victorious King who 
conquers the enemy and rescues His people. 
Messiah, Son of Man: The sacrificial Lamb of God. 
He would be the Suffering Servant who takes the 
penalty for His people.

Jewish tradition taught that one man could 
not fulfill both roles. Biblical history informs 
us otherwise. Jesus is both the Lion and the 
Lamb. In His first advent, He was the Lamb; in His 
second, He will be the Lion.

Isaiah opened this first servant song with the 
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T H E  P O I N T :  There is only one god and only his name deserves glory.  

words “This is” (v. 1). The KJV uses “Behold.” It means to fix your 
gaze, marvel, wonder, study, notice, and consider. Think of a bride 
at her wedding. All eyes and attention should be upon her as she 
marches down the aisle.

The remainder of verse 1 reveals some characteristics of this 
coming Messiah:

• “Servant”: One who acts on behalf of another.

• “I strengthen him”: God will protect, direct, and supply His 
Servant with all He needs.

• “Chosen”: Selected since the foundation of the world.

• “I delight in him”: The Father delights in the Son before He has 
done anything related to the mission.

• “I have put my Spirit on him”: The Servant is personally 
anointed by the Lord.

Two main themes fill the rest of these verses: justice and humility. 
Justice is mentioned three times. The Servant will:

Bring justice to the nations (v. 1). The nations included the 
Gentiles as well. 
Faithfully bring justice (v. 3). He will be true to the Father’s 
purpose for Him. 
Established justice in the earth (v. 4). He will not be disheartened.

The word for justice, mishpawt, means “a fair judgment” or “to set 
things right.” The Servant is to set things right between God and all 
His rebellious children. 

The second theme, humility, is how He will deliver this divine 
justice. The Servant will not cry out or shout His message in the 
streets for the masses. With gentleness and humility, He will 
carry it to those who are broken and bruised. Bruised reeds and 
smoldering wicks were thrown out as useless, even though they 
could be repaired. This justice will bring life and hope to those who 
have little left.

Jesus, the Servant, was to be the sacrificial lamb who bore the 
sins of the world. This justice will reach the coastland and the 
islands, or in other words, to the uttermost parts of the world. In 
John 17, facing His final days, Jesus expressed His sole desire was 
to glorify His Father. He did this perfectly and the coasts and the 
islands still hear of His justice. 

WHAT HOPE DO THESE VERSES GIVE YOU 
ABOUT THE MISSION OF CHRIST?

DIGGING DEEPER
A CASE FOR SITUATIONAL 
JUSTICE

A 2024 study argues that 74% of 
Black Americans feel that the justice 
system was designed to hold them 
back.2 This might make it difficult 
for some to take God’s claim of 
extending biblical justice (mishpawt) 
to the ends of the earth seriously. 
Keep in mind the strategy laid out  
in Isaiah 42. The Servant  
has God’s Spirit even though he  
does not cry out (42:1–2). This 
situation is comparable with Moses’s 
encounter with Pharoah in  
Exodus 5. No matter what Moses 
would have said, Pharoah was not 
going to provide a just ruling. Pharoah 
was an unjust ruler who wanted 
power over justice. Justice systems 
are only as just as those who run 
them. During His time on earth, Jesus 
didn’t lead a governmental revolution 
but His actions redefined justice. He 
challenged corrupt leaders, uplifted 
the poor, and fulfilled Isaiah 42 by 
restoring justice one life at a time.

How might you be led by the Spirit 
to bring about biblical justice in 
your	sphere	of	influence	today?
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He Calls Us // Isaiah 42:5-8

Promises were made of the Servant whom Isaiah’s 
audience was to behold. He would bring justice 
to the nations. Verses 5-8 are the verification, or 
credit check, of the promise maker.

The word Lord is the name we use in English for 
Yahweh, the personal name God gave His people. 
The structure of the Lord’s announcement is:

• The Lord’s credentials are revealed.

• The Lord’s promises are proclaimed. 

• The Lord’s name is glorified.

Isaiah established the Lord’s credentials as the one 
“who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
who spread out the earth and what comes from 
it” (v. 5). Isaiah used the phrase “stretched them 
out,” a repeat of 40:22. That was counterintuitive, 
at the time the universe was believed to be static. 
It wasn’t until the early 1920s, thanks to scientists 
named Einstein, Hubble, and Friedmann, that we 
confirmed Isaiah was right all along. The universe is 
expanding, or being “stretched out.”

He is the One “who gives breath to the people on 
it and spirit to those who walk on it” (v. 5). Those 
words recall the creation account of Genesis 1–2, 
where the Lord breathed life and therefore His 
Spirit into the ones He molded out of the dust. 
These credentials verify the Promise Maker is also 
the Promise Keeper.

After His credentials were verified, the Lord 
Himself spoke to His Servant. He made specific 

promises concerning the righteous purpose for 
which He’s been called. It was a call to transform 
the rebellious into the righteous. Everything about 
the mission was “right.” The right person – right 
time – right place – right purpose. 

In verse 6, the Lord took over and spoke directly 
to us, promising things on which the Servant 
could count. With His own hand, God would hold 
and protect Him. The same hands that stretched 
out the galaxies, dug the oceans, and raised the 
mountains would lead Him and watch over Him. 

The Lord declared that He will not share His glory 
or His name with anyone or anything. He alone 
is the One who can accomplish what He has 
promised: justice and salvation. Therefore, only the 
name Yahweh deserves glory and praise.

Jesus, the Servant, some 700 years later fulfilled 
these words. He opened the eyes of the blind 
and set the prisoner spiritually free. Because of 
what Jesus did, He became the covenant that 
reconciled God and man. This makes Peter’s 
statement even more clear: “There is salvation 
in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given to people by which we must be 
saved” (Acts 4:12). Only Jesus was qualified, only 
Jesus could do it, and only His name is worthy  
of praise.

HOW SHOULD WE RESPOND TO GOD’S GREAT 
WORK IN OUR WORLD AND IN OUR LIVES? 

He Is Praiseworthy // Isaiah 42:9-12

The Lord, still speaking in verse 9, once again 
reminded His people why they can trust His 
promises. “Before they occur” (v. 9) can be 
translated “before they spring up,” which carries 
the idea of a plant or grass blade breaking through 
the surface and suddenly appearing out of the 
ground. It’s the result of hidden work below 
the surface. 

No matter what the past or future events are, the 
truth is that what God says comes to pass. The 
reason they happen is because God, the Lord, is 
creating and shaping the future with His hands!

Isaiah closed out this section of the Servant song 
in a similar way to his other Servant songs—a hymn 
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T H E  P O I N T :  There is only one god and only his name deserves glory.

• 	Memorize. Commit Philippians 2:9-11 to memory. Reflect on those words and ask God to show you 
how to live under His lordship each day.

•  Write. Write a hymn, poem, or spoken word thanking the Lord for His faithfulness in the past and 
His promises for the future. Use what you’ve written in your personal worship for God’s glory.

•  Encourage. There are many bruised people in our communities. Someone you know is going 
through a tough time. Send this person a note of encouragement with a promise from God.

LIVE IT
How	can	you	explain	to	someone	how	God’s	glory	is	connected	to	your	life?
Listening to someone else’s description of your life might be particularly discouraging or affirming. 
Reflecting on God’s glory should be a natural part of the Christian life, but it might take time for us to 
develop habits that make people see this as a genuine part of who we are. This should not be something 
that we force. Instead, we should constantly seek ways to conform our actions so that they fall more in 
line with the actions of Christ. Here are three simple activities that can help you do this:

of praise. The purpose is to raise the audience’s 
eyes from their current difficult circumstances and 
be inspired by what the Lord will do in the future.

Why a new song? For there to be a new song, there 
had to be an old song. Just as His people sang 
His praises for the things that have already taken 
place, there will be new songs of praise lifted for 
the new things that are about to spring up. Once 
the Lord brings justice to the nations through the 
Servant, there will be yet another new reason to 
sing praise songs to the one and only true God. 

The new song is itself a foreshadowing of the day 
when all people from every tribe behold the Lord 
as the one true God. Paul wrote, “For this reason, 
God highly exalted him and gave him the name that 
is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee will bow—in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth—and every tongue will confess 
that Jesus is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” 
(Phil. 2:9-11). 

This new song is a reminder that the first time the 
Servant came as Messiah, son of Joseph, the 
Lamb to reconcile, but the second time He will 
come as Messiah, son of David, the Lion of Judah 
to conquer. And He will take those of us who have 
trusted in Him to heaven.

HOW HAS GOD’S FAITHFULNESS PROMPTED 
A NEW SONG IN YOUR HEART?

DID YOU KNOW?
Sometimes nonbelievers might view God 
as a conceited being because He created 
mankind to worship Him exclusively. Verses 
like Isaiah 42:8 make it clear that God 
will not allow anyone or anything else to 
receive the glory that is due to Him alone. 
But how can a Christian affirm this while 
also acknowledging that being conceited 
is wrong and sinful? Instead, of arguing 
that God created mankind to worship Him 
exclusively, it might be better to state 
that God created mankind to worship 
“goodness.” From here, one can share  
that Scripture clearly teaches all “goodness” 
comes from God alone (Psa. 16:2;  
Jas. 1:17-18). Thus, for mankind to worship 
“goodness,” mankind must worship God. 
This is why God can boldly declare that He 
alone is worthy of all worship. He is the only 
One who can follow through on the promise 
of providing mankind with goodness.

Biblical Truth: “Why do you call me 
good?” Jesus asked him. “No one is good 
except God alone” (Mark 10:18).

What or who claims to provide people with 
something “good” but fails to follow through 
on	the	promise?
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1.  WHO ’ S YOUR SAVIOR // 
AC T S 4 :12

As we go through our lives, we find proxies that 
provide us temporary comfort, solace, and safety. 
We view these things as our saviors that can 
release us from the pressure, heartache, and harm 
of everyday life. As believers, we must put our hope 
in the salvation given to us through Jesus Christ. 
Acts 4:12 states, “There is salvation in no one else, 
for there is no other name given under heaven by 
which we must be saved.” As people of God, once 
we acknowledge that we’ll find lasting comfort, 
solace, and safety. So, as you go through this 
week, reflect on what you’ve allowed to be a savior 
in place of the One true Savior.

Invite God to be your Savior in the areas of your 
life that you’ve allowed proxies to take hold.

2 . HE I S! // I SAIAH 4 2 : 8 

God’s magnificent name of Yahweh has many 
meanings, one being “He That Is.” Often, when 
offering gratitude to God, we immediately think 
about God as He relates to us. We honor God for 
blessing us with families and jobs and, of course, 
for gifting us with salvation. How often, though, 
do we acknowledge God for being who He is? This 
includes His traits, patterns, and behaviors. What 
do God’s actions reveal about His character? To 
answer these questions, we must look to God’s 
sovereignty, holiness, patience, and love toward 
us. Furthermore, you’ll begin to see Him beyond 
what is given to you. This mindset births praise of 
God and a heart of gratitude as you begin to see 
His hand over your entire life.

Lord, help me to see who You are and praise  
your attributes. 

3 . TAKE A KNE E //  
    PHILIPPIAN S 2 :10 -11

During Medieval times, knights would pledge their 
unending service by kneeling before them, placing 
their hands between their lord’s hands, promising 
to lay their lives for their lord and the honor of 
their name. Like these medieval knights, when we 
confess Jesus as our savior, we “take a knee” by 

forfeiting our sinful nature to honor the name of 
God. We submit to God. When we “take a knee,” 
we proclaim to the world that Jesus is our Lord 
and has authority over everything we have and 
every place we inhabit. In what ways will you “take 
a knee”?

Submitting to God proclaims Jesus’s authority 
in our lives.

4 . HAND IN HAND //  
    I SAIAH 4 2 : 6

In the late 90s, the gospel group Trin-i-Tee 5:7 
covered a classic song called “Put Your Hand in the 
Hand.” The song challenges the listener to put their 
complete faith in God, and the verses emphasize 
just how dependable God is. After stating Jesus’s 
purpose, Isaiah 42:6 states, “I will hold you by 
your hand. I will keep you.” This Scripture shows 
God’s loving character and that believers can find 
security in Him. John 10:28 states that followers of 
Christ are in God’s hands, and no one will “snatch 
them out.” Believing this in our hearts, we can 
put our complete trust in God, knowing that he is 
faithful to keep His promises. As the song says, 
“Put your hand in the hand of the man that stilled 
the water.”3

We can securely put out complete faith in God, 
knowing that we are in His hand

5 . G IVE GOD G LORY //  
    I SAIAH 4 2 :12 

Recently, I attended a church service in my 
hometown. The pastor took some time during 
the service to honor a mother of the church, it 
was her 81st birthday. The pastor handed her the 
microphone, she said excitedly, “The Lord has 
been good to me every single day, and I give Him 
all the glory.” As believers, we should strive to give 
God glory in everything we do. We can do this by 
witnessing to others about Jesus, or in other ways, 
like turning the other cheek when in an argument. 
When we give God glory through representing Him 
well is, by extension, testifying His character. 

God help me to represent You well so that You 
can get the glory from my life.

DAILY READINGS
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TH E G R E ATE S T NA M E LESSON ONE

BEFORE YOU TEACH

Meditate Biblical Truths

This study deals with biblical truths that are 
deeply spiritual. Take time to meditate weekly 
on the Scripture passages for each session. As 
you meditate, invite the Holy Spirit to instill each 
truth in your heart. It is the work of the Holy Spirit 
in us and around us that empowers us to know 
and apply God’s Word to our lives. This will equip 
you to live out the truths that you will be teaching 
about so that learners will follow in your footsteps.

Display God’s Glory

Evaluate your relationship with God to ensure that 
you glorify the name of God. First, understand 
that glorifying God means mirroring the character 
of God in your life so that others see His splendor 
and majesty through your life. Ask yourself 
whether God is first in your life. Do societal 
distractions prevent you from hearing God’s 
voice? Can others see God’s attributes lived out 
through you? If you responded no to any of these 
questions, take time to revive your spiritual walk 
so that you can bring glory to the name of God.

LOOK BACK
Provide the title of the last study. Remind learners 
of the theme by sharing the titles for each 
session. Ask volunteers to provide a sentence 
summary of each session as you share the title. 
Ask them what changes were made because 
of the study. Ask: How will you ensure that the 
change is lasting? Direct learners to turn to last 
session’s “Live It” (p. 15) and testify about any 
points that were exercised.

TEACHING PLAN

INTRODUCTION
PACK ITEM: Use Pack Item 1: The Greatest 
Truths of All Time” poster to preview the 
sessions for the study. 

SHARE: There are many recognizable names in 
the world. Some can be recalled from history and 
others stand out in today’s culture.

READ: Share the title of this session, “The 
Greatest Name,” then read the two introduction 
paragraphs (p. 12).

DO: Distribute a sheet of paper and give learners 
one minute to write down as many recognizable 
names as possible, including public or historical 
names. Invite learners to share the names from 
their lists. 

ASK: “Did anyone include God or Jesus on his or 
her list? Why did these names come to mind? Why 
is the name of God the greatest name?”

EXPLAIN: Point out that just like our names, God’s 
name tells us who He is. He is Yahweh, the self-
complete God, who has faithful, compassionate 
love for all He has made. 

TRANSITION: Share that The Point: “There is 
only one God, and only His name deserves 
glory,” and the Session Question: “Why should 
we bring glory to the name of God?” to guide our 
study of today’s session. 

DIG INTO THE TEXT

He Delights in Us // Isaiah 42:1-4

READ: Invite a learner to read Isaiah 42:1-4.

ASK: “If you introduced someone this way what 
would these verses say about the person you  
are introducing?”

EXPLAIN: Share that parents feel this strong 
delight about their children. They see their 
children through eyes of unconditional 
love. That’s the reason many parents and 
grandchildren share photos of their children. They 
share this delight and want others to experience 
it too.  

DISCUSS: Direct volunteers to share about the 
accomplishments or activities of someone in 
their family. Guide them to share how they felt 
when sharing.
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READ: Invite a volunteer to read the paragraph 
that begins, “The Bible reveals two . . .” (p. 12) 
to discuss the two ways Jesus is perceived as 
Messiah. Use the paragraph that begins, “Jewish 
tradition taught . . .” (p. 12) to reveal the reason 
Jesus fulfilled both roles.

ASK: “What is the difference between Jesus as a 
Lion and Jesus as a Lamb?” 

EXPLAIN: Guide learners to think about some 
of the attributes of God. He is both powerful and 
compassionate. With this understanding guide 
them to understand the nature of Jesus as a 
powerful lion and gentle lamb.

READ: Reread verse 1 and use the paragraph that 
begins “Isaiah opened this . . .” (p. 13) to identify 
today’s passage as part of a servant song. 
Note this prophecy identifies characteristics of 
the Messiah.

ASK: Discuss the question on page 13 and ask: 
“What hope do these verses give you about the 
mission of Christ?” 

SUMMARIZE: Use the remaining paragraphs in 
this section (p. 13) and the commentary (p. 104)  
to discuss the themes for the rest of these verses.

He Calls Us // Isaih 42:5-8

READ: Invite a learner to read Isaiah 42:5-8.

OBJECT LESSON: Use the “Object Lesson”  
(p. 104) to bring attention to what it means to 
glorify God.

DISCUSS: Invite a learner to read the paragraphs 
that begin “Signatures on a mortgage . . .” and 
“Promises were made . . .” (p. 14) to discuss how 
verses 5-8 verify the validity of God’s promises.

ASK: “In what ways do you see modern people 
hoping that something other than God will help 
them pass their spiritual credit check?” Lead 
learners to discuss the question.

GUIDE: Read the paragraphs that begin “Isaiah 
established the . . .” and “He is the One . . .”  
(p. 14) to discuss further God’s credentials. Invite 
learners to share the difference knowing God’s 
credentials makes in our walk with Him.

READ: Invite a learner to re-read verse 6 and 
another learner to read the paragraph that begins 
“In verse 6 . . .” (p. 14) to point out that God Himself 
revealed His promises.

ASK: “What difference does it make that God 
shares His own promises?”

He Is Praiseworthy // Isaiah 42:9-12

READ: Invite a learner to read Isaiah 42:9-12.

GUIDE: Point out that the Lord continues to 
speak to His people in these verses. Use the 
commentary (p. 105) to highlight the words He 
is using.

ASK: “Why do you think God did not specify the 
events to which He was eluding?”

SHARE: Focus attention on the paragraph that 
begins “No matter what . . .” (p. 14) to help learners 
understand the sovereign power of God to shape 
the future. 

GUIDE: Point out that Isaiah closed this Bible 
passage with a song of praise. Invite a learner 
to read the paragraph that begins “Why a new 
song?” (p. 15). Repeat the last sentence of the 
paragraph, “Once the Lord brings justice to the 
nations through the Servant, there will be yet 
another new reason to sing praise songs to the 
one and only true God” to remind learners that 
God deserves glory.

SUMMARIZE: Ask the discussion question “How 
has God’s faithfulness prompted a new song in 
your heart?” (p. 15) to summarize the session.

T H E  P O I N T :  There is only one god and only his name deserves glory.

PAC K I T E M 1
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COMMENTARY

ISAIAH 42:1-4
Connection to the point. God has empowered 
His chosen Servant to bring His justice to 
the earth.

Verses 1-2. The term servant designates the 
Messiah in key passages in the latter part of the 
book of Isaiah (“The Setting”). These Servant 
Songs are fulfilled in Jesus. God brings glory 
to His name through His chosen Servant. As 
His crucifixion approached, Jesus prayed for 
Himself, for His disciples, and for all believers 
(John 17:1-26). In John 17:1-5 Jesus prayed 
that God would glorify Him so that He might 
glorify God. Jesus did indeed glorify God by 
completing the work that God had given Him 
to do. Involved in that work is the provision of 
eternal life.  
Bring justice to the nations. The Servant’s 
mission involved bringing justice not only to 
Israel or Judah but also to the nations. The 
Hebrew word translated nations can also be 
rendered “Gentiles.” In the Old Testament the 
term increasingly comes to designate non-
believing peoples who were not in covenant 
relationship with the Lord. The Hebrew word 
rendered justice can convey a broad range of 
meanings. It refers to all functions of governing, 
not only judicial processes but also executive 
and legislative roles. True justice is primarily 
an attribute of God. It finds its source in God 
Himself. God has empowered His chosen 
Servant to bring His justice to the earth. Perfect 
justice will prevail only when Christ returns and 
establishes His kingdom at the end of this age 
(Matt. 6:10).

Verses 3-4. A bruised reed/smoldering wick. 
A smoldering wick refers to one burning with 
smoke but without flame. Both reed and wick 
images suggest that although the Servant 
possessed royal power, He would not use it in 
a damaging way. The expressions depict the 
gentle nature of the Servant’s ministry. Coasts 
and islands will wait for his instruction. The 
same Hebrew term designates both coasts 

OBJECT LESSON
DO: Bring a can of Glory Foods such as collard 
greens or blackeye peas and display it in front of 
the class.

GUIDE: Invite learners to share what they know 
about the product, such as price, flavor, taste, and 
whether they have served it for their families.

ASK: “What does the name Glory say about the 
product? How does the name influence you, if at 
all, about the product?”

EXPLAIN: Point out that glory means to highly 
honor and give distinction to someone. Glory is 
what God deserves because He is great, powerful, 
and majestic. And more importantly for us, He is 
kind, faithful, and compassionate.

CHALLENGE: Glory Foods may taste good, but 
give it another purpose. When you serve it home, 
let it remind you to do something to glorify God.

CLOSE THE SESSION
SUMMARIZE: Read the paragraph under “Live 
It” (p. 15). Share that there is no other God like 
our God. Indeed, God is the G.O.A.T. (Greatest 
of All Time) and He deserves to be honored and 
glorified. Encourage learners to commit to live a 
lifestyle of honoring God. Direct them to use the 
bulleted points of “Live It” (p. 15) this week to help 
them apply these acts to their lives.  

PRAY: Our Father, who created heaven and 
earth, together as a class we honor and glorify 
Your precious name. May we go forth with a new 
resolve to focus on your splendor and majesty so 
that we will live lives daily that honor You. Amen.
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and islands. The phrase refers to distant nations 
and thus functions as a way of referring to all 
nations. The entire world will one day heed the 
Lord’s instruction. 

ISAIAH 42:5-8
Connection to the point. God is the sovereign 
Creator who alone deserves glory. He has 
purposed to work through His Servant to bring us 
into a covenant relationship.

Verses 5. The descriptive words in verse 5 
emphasize the power and sovereignty behind 
God’s words recorded in verse 6. The expression 
who created the heavens calls to mind the first 
words of Scripture (Gen. 1:1). God displayed His 
power at creation by simply speaking the universe 
and its contents into being. The Hebrew word 
translated created (bara’) is the same verb that 
appears in Genesis 1:1, 21, and 27. The basic form 
of the word is limited to divine activity. Only God is 
identified as the subject who creates.

Verses 6-7. Called you for a righteous purpose. 
This phrase describes the role God called His 
Servant to fulfill. The Hebrew phrase more literally 
means “called you in righteousness.” The term 
rendered righteousness basically designates 
“conformity to a moral or ethical standard.” 
Ultimately this Servant Song was fulfilled in Jesus. 
His righteous purpose was to bring salvation to all 
by restoring a right relationship between God and 
sinful humanity. God appointed His Servant for 
a specific purpose. In verse 6 the responsibility 
is identified as being “a covenant for the people 
and a light to the nations. The phrase a light to 
the nations implies the widening of the scope of 
revelation to include all nations or Gentiles. Thus 
this passage apparently depicts the Servant’s 
role in establishing a new covenant, a promise 
fulfilled in Christ (Jer. 31:31-34; Matt. 26:27-28).

Verse 8. The title Lord, typically printed in both 
large and small capital letters, distinguishes the 
Hebrew word often written in English as Yahweh 
from another Hebrew word that means “Lord.” 
God revealed the significance of this title to 
Moses at the burning bush when He responded 
to Moses’s request to know God’s name with 

the expression, “I AM WHO I AM” (Ex. 3:14). The 
designation is derived from the Hebrew verb 
“to be” and denotes God as the self-existent, 
covenant God who acts independently of  
outside influences.

ISAIAH 42:9-12
Connection to the point. Because of what God 
has done, we are to give Him glory and praise.

Verse 9. The expression past events could refer 
to previous prophecies in Isaiah that had already 
been fulfilled. It might also designate all the Old 
Testament prophecies that had already come  
to pass, including the exodus from Egypt  
(Gen. 48:21; 50:24). The new events the Lord 
announced probably encompass the deliverance 
from exile as well as the predicted ministry of 
the Servant.

Verse 10. The new song is a song of praise 
occasioned by the Servant’s work. The reference 
to a new song implies the existence of an old one. 
Verse 13 suggests that the old or previous song 
may have been the one the Israelites sang  
when the Lord delivered them from Egyptian 
bondage (Ex. 15:1-18 and compare 15:3 with  
Isa. 42:13). Thus the Servant’s work of which 
Isaiah prophesied may include a new exodus and 
a great victory over God’s enemies. It will include 
deliverance from the bondage of sin. .

Verses 11- 12. Praise. The new song expresses 
praise to the Lord. Isaiah 42:10 refers to the 
messianic age in which God’s people would sing 
a new song (Rev. 5:9-10). Because of what God 
has done for us in Christ, we sing a new song of 
praise and glory to Him. The greatest name. In 
the ancient world a name expressed essence, 
character, and nature. God’s name deserves glory 
because of the relationship He offers. By believing 
in the name or nature and power of Jesus as the 
Son of God, we experience salvation. There is no 
other name or person to whom we can turn for 
salvation (Acts 4:12). Thus God has given Jesus a 
name above every name.

Note: Additional commentary can be found at 
you.lifeway.com.
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