
CORE PASSAGE: GENESIS 2:7,15-25

UNIT 01 • SESSION 1

GOD CREATED
HUMANITY

Context: In the beginning, in Genesis 1, God created the heavens and 
the earth. In six days, God created the domains of sky, sea, and land 
and filled them with lights and living creatures. But for all the wonder 
of the created world around us and the universe beyond us, the Lord 
made human beings as the pinnacle of His creation. We were created, 
both male and female, uniquely in the image of God. The world was 
created for humanity and humanity for the world, a realm to steward 
together in God’s name. And God declared it all to be “very good” in 
His sight. In Genesis 2, the Scripture zooms in on the creation of the 
man and woman God made in His image.

Key Concept: God created humanity for relationships.

DAILY READINGS

    Day 1: Genesis 1:1-13
    Day 2: Genesis 1:14–2:3
    Day 3: Psalm 8

    Day 4: Genesis 2:4-17
    Day 5: Genesis 2:18-25
    Day 6: Psalm 148
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God created humanity in His image 
(Genesis 1:27), an honor bestowed upon 
nothing else. So we as people are unique 
and special amongst God’s creation. For 
this we should be grateful. God created 
us and blessed us—we exist and are 
alive because God has breathed in us the 
breath of life (1:27-28; 2:7). And so, as God 
declared, it is good to be alive (1:31).

What are some ways you can use your 
breath to honor the God who created you 
in His image?

Before we let our uniquely created status 
go to our heads, let us consider our bodies. 
We aren’t made of gold, silver, or precious 
stones. Rather, the Lord formed humanity 
from the dust of the ground (2:7). From this 
humble beginning, a body fashioned out 
of the dirt, then infused with the breath of 
God, humanity was elevated by God, first to 
life and then to a responsibility. 

The Lord planted a garden in a place that 
we know as Eden (2:8), and He took the 
man He had formed and placed him in that 
garden for two reasons. One, to provide 
food for the man (2:16). The Lord created 
this man, and all humanity, with the need 
for food, and the Lord provided abundantly 
for that need in Eden. And two, God placed 

the man in the garden to work it and watch 
over it (2:15). This was to be the perfect 
realm for humanity’s expanding rule as 
those made in God’s image (1:28). 

Yet the man was to rule as a steward under 
the ultimate authority of his Creator and 
Sustainer. To ground this reality for the 
man, God raised up and identified one 
tree in Eden among all the other trees and 
commanded the man not to eat of that one 
(2:17). The consequence of disobedience 
would be death. 

How can our work today reflect our status as 
stewards under God’s ultimate authority?
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19

17

N OT ES

DAY 1 Imagine receiving pure gold as a gift and thinking to 
yourself, “I could really improve this by adding some 
aluminum to make it shiny!” By melting down the gold 
and aluminum, in the process of adding to the gold, 
the value is not added to but diminished. By adding a 
lesser metal, there might be “more metal,” but its value 
is not increased.

In the same way, the gift of the gospel comes to us free 
of charge. But any attempt to add to it does not make 
it better. Instead of increasing its effectiveness or 
value or ability to change people’s lives, adding to the 
message of Jesus Christ does not put people in right 
standing with God but only confuses them. 

In Acts 15:1, some men from Judea commented that 
circumcision was needed of believers because it was 
the practice that God had given to Abraham as a sign 
of belonging to the covenant community of faith 
(Genesis 17:9-14). The sign did not make someone right 
with God, however, but was an outward expression of 
an inward need that the heart would be circumcised 
(Deuteronomy 30:6). 

Any time we try to add to the finished work of Jesus 
Christ, we do not improve the message and its power 
to save but corrupt it. 

What types of works do people add to the gospel?

Key Doctrine #47:  
The Gospel

The Bible teaches that the 
gospel is both an event and 
a story. First, it is an event 
that took place at a specific 
point in history, the life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ for the redemption 
of sinners (1 Corinthians 15; 
2 Corinthians 5:21). Second, 
the gospel is also the story 
of redemption that God has 
planned since “before the 
foundations of the earth” 
(Ephesians 1:4), which runs 
through Scripture, and which 
culminates in a restored and 
redeemed creation—a new 
heaven and new earth where 
sin, death, and suffering will 
never again plague humanity, 
and God’s people will live 
with Him forever (Isaiah 25:8; 
2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 21). The 
event and story do not exist 
apart from or in conflict with 
one another, but together 
inspire us to a life of devotion 
and mission.

Read: 
Acts 15:1-5

Focal Passage: 
Acts 15:1
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