.

BEHOLD

| i
\ SAVIOR

ring the Story /.
fCh stma '



EDITORIAL TEAM
LIFEWAY GROUP
BIBLE STUDIES

John Paul Basham
Director, Adult Ministry
Publishing

Joel Polk
Publisher, Small Group
Publishing

Tyler Quillet
Managing Editor

Reid Patton
Senior Editor

Cynthia Woodridge
Senior Editor

Brett Mclntosh
Associate Editor

Katie Vogel
Assistant Editor

Jon Rodda
Art Director

Published by Lifeway Press®
© 2025 Lifeway Christian Resources

No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted
in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical,
including photocopying and recording, or by any
information storage or retrieval system, except as may
be expressly permitted in writing by the publisher.

ISBN: 979-8-3845-3409-9 ¢ Item: 005852881
Dewey decimal classification: 263.91
Subject headings: ADVENT / CHRISTMAS /
JESUS CHRIST — NATIVITY

Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are
taken from the Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright ©
2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission.

Christian Standard Bible® and CSB® are federally registered

trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers.

To order additional copies of this resource, write to
Lifeway Resources Customer Service; 200 Powell Place,
Suite 100; Brentwood, TN 37027-7707; fax 615-251-5933;
call toll free 800-458-2772; order online at lifeway.com;
email orderentry@lifeway.com.

Printed in the United States of America

Adult Ministry Publishing e Lifeway Christian Resources
200 Powell Place, Suite 100 ® Brentwood, TN 37027-7707



GROUP GUIDE

Each week of the study, you'll find a brief group guide with dis-
cussion questions and prayer prompts to use if you're studying
with a group. Advent is a busy season, but we also know
studying together reinforces understanding. Consider gathering
with your small group, friends, or other men once a week to
check in, whether in person or virtually.

PERSONAL STUDY

This study is meant to be a slow walk through Luke chapters 1
and 2. This may be a very familiar story to you, but we hope this
verse-by-verse look will remind you of the importance of the first
Advent. Each day, you'll read a few verses from Luke 1-2 along
with devotional commentary and answer questions to help you
interact with and apply the text. You may also read Scripture
from other places in the Bible. This will help you get a full picture
of the anticipation felt for the arrival of the Savior. There are four
days of Bible study per week, along with one day set aside for
more reflective journaling time.
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PREPARE HIM ROOM

Because this season features so much hustle and bustle, we
wanted to provide you with the opportunity to take a moment
to prepare room in your schedule and your heart for Jesus. Each
week, you'll have one day set aside to reflect, journal, and pray
through what God is teaching you in this season. We hope this
helps create margin in your week to truly behold Him.

CHALLENGES FOR THE COMMUNITY

Christmas is a season full of family and friends and fun. We want
to extend the invitation to behold to those around us. Each week
of study includes some suggestions for looking outside of your-
self to serve the needs of others. Additionally, we've provided a
verse to memorize and reflect on each week. This practice will
help you internalize the story of Advent and meditate on it now
and throughout the coming year.

SUGGESTED SCHEDULE
Advent is a time when Christians around the world consider
together the birth of Jesus and the promise that He will come
again. The themes of Advent are timeless and have been
celebrated for centuries in different ways. If you prefer to follow
a more “traditional” Advent schedule, it's helpful to know that
Advent begins four Sundays out from Christmas, on the Sunday
that falls between November 27 and December 3.

Regardless of when you study, our hope is that you will
continue to make room for and behold our Savior all year long.




In Luke 1 and 2, we meet Zechariah and
Elizabeth. God interrupts their faithful
routine with the best news ever,
calling them to obedience and joy

as they behold the unexpected.




GROUP DISCUSSION

Welcome the group to the first week of Behold the Savior. Provide name tags
and distribute Bible study books if participants don't have them yet. Invite
each man to introduce himself and share basic get-to-know you information.
Encourage discussion with these questions and talking points:

Icebreaker: What is your favorite holiday and why?

Why do you want to be a part of this study and this group?

What do you hope to gain from this focused time in God's Word during the
Christmas season?

The title of this study is Behold the Savior. What does it mean to behold
something? What do you behold most often in your everyday life?

Take the time to read Luke 1-2 together as a group. Invite a few people
to say what stuck out most to them.

Pray for your hearts and minds during this season, asking God to help you
prepare room for and behold Christ.

Remind your group to complete week 1 in their Bible study books before
your next meeting.



This week, we read of beholding. Zechariah
prophesies over his son, John, and Mary prays the

Magpnificat. Both rejoice at what God has done, that

He has allowed them to play a role in His story of
saving and redeeming His people. We can rejoice,
too, for the part He's given us to play. Though it is
different, we can rest assured that it is significant.




GROUP DISCUSSION

Welcome the group to the second week of Behold the Savior. Encourage
discussion with these questions and talking points:

Icebreaker: What is your favorite part of the Christmas season
(e.g., lights, time off, gift buying)?

What does it mean for you to know that the Gospel books are “about the

events that have been fulfilled among us” (Luke 1:1)?

Which part or detail of the Christmas narrative stuck out to you this week?

Have you ever experienced a season of waiting? What did that look like for you?
How did you know God was still working in the midst of the wait?

How does the truth that God keeps His promises encourage your faith today?

Pray together, thanking God for always keeping His promises. Pray for endurance
and hope in seasons of waiting. Praise Him for His faithfulness in every season.

Remind your group to complete week 2 in their Bible study books before your
next meeting.

WEEK 2
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GOOD NEWS FOR ALL

This week, we read of Jesus's birth, the

most important birth story of all time. Like

the shepherds, we are called to come and
see and then go and tell the world about
the One who has come to save all of us.
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GROUP DISCUSSION

Welcome the group to the third week of Behold the Savior. Encourage discus-
sion with these questions and talking points:

Icebreaker: What is your favorite Christmas song and why?

How has God shown Himself faithful to you in the past? Share with the group
so you can remember together.

On day 2, what were some places you identified where you need God's help?
How does realizing we need God's help prepare us for what He's called
us to do?

On day 3, we learned about a faith that moves. Where is God asking you to
move? How can we support each other as we move forward in faith?

How is God’s faithful love reflected in Mary’s Magnificat?

Pray together. If you're willing, share some of the thoughts you wrote on day 5 of
last week with the group. Allow those thoughts to inform your prayer together.

Remind your group to complete week 3 in their Bible study books before your
next meeting.

WEEK 3 59



TREASURING THE SAVIOR

In this last week of Advent, we'll read about
continued faithfulness and obedience.
As we close the Advent season, we look to

the examples of those in this week’s passage—

Anna, Simeon, Mary and Joseph, and Jesus.
They show us what beholding looks like as
we go into the rest of our year—serving,
loving, and growing in Christlikeness.




GROUP DISCUSSION

Welcome your group to the fourth week of Behold the Savior. Encourage discus-
sion with these questions and talking points:

Icebreaker: What is your favorite Christmas tradition from childhood or that
you've enjoyed recently as an adult? How did that tradition start?

When did you first hear about Jesus? What do you remember about that time?
What is one way you've grown to appreciate Him since that day?

Which of Jesus's titles on page 72 stands out most to you? Why?

What are some ways we can be more intentional during the Christmas season to
tell others about Jesus?

Read Luke 2:10-11 together. What did this mean to the shepherds? What does
this news mean to us today?

Pray together, praising God for sending His Son to be the Savior of the world.
Ask for boldness to share the good news of Christ with those who don't know it.

Remind your group to complete week 4 in their Bible study books.

WEEK 4 85





